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Volunteers 

French Island is a tiny community with no council. DWELP support some infrastructure such 

as the roads, but in many ways it’s up to us to make the rest of it work. One thing that makes 

this possible is volunteering; people giving up their own time to get things done. Things like 

cleaning up the tip, managing the hall, running the cricket club, ANZAC day and other special 

events.  

 

This year our CFA volunteers had a particularly busy season. Despite relatively mild weather 

there were over five call-outs to dangerous fires, including one that destroyed the Eco Inn in 

the middle of the night. Three grass fires spread into scrub and a burn-off got out of hand, was 

managed, then flared up again a day later. Controlling each of these required unselfish effort at 

odd hours by many volunteers, and we thank them.  

 

It's also worth acknowledging volunteer groups that come here to do environmental work, like 

Friends of French Island who never cease to amaze, and the year nine students pictured above. 

Big thanks to all our volunteers, they are good news. 

 

Welcome to Off-the-Grid  
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Going Feral 
Not everyone was convinced by the Cat Eradication Program. Sounded like a good idea, for 

birds and small animals, but how good is it for the rest of us? Let’s take a look. 

 

 Photos supplied by Michael Johnston 

 
Here are some feral cats doing what they seem to do best… killing native animals. On the right 

is a rare skink and an endangered Lewin’s Rail, the other prey are native rodents. You can see 

there is a problem. These aren’t cute cuddly pets. Feral cats can weigh up to five kilos and are 

prolific hunters, quite capable of decimating native wildlife. 

A Cat Eradication Program was established by the Federal Government, to remove destructive 

pests from five islands around Australia, creating havens for threatened species. At the time, 

feral cat removal was well underway on Dirk Hartog island, and it became an early success for 

the program, proving it can be done. The remaining islands are Kangaroo, Bruny, Christmas, 

and French Island. Each has its own difficulties and some unexpected challenges.  

For example, getting rid of feral cats was seen as sympathetic to the introduction of Eastern 

Barred Bandicoots on French Island. The bandicoot introduction is proving to be a very 

successful program with much local support. However, as it turns out, this is making it harder 

to get rid of the cats. Trapping is a key method for removing cats but you can now end up 

trapping bandicoots if you’re not extra careful.  
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There is no doubt that the reduction of feral cats on French Island has been good for native 

birds and animals. People are seeing potaroos like never before. Birds are more prolific and 

endangered ground nesting species like Quail and Lewin’s Rails have a brighter future. Yes 

there are more swamp hens and cape baron geese, which are not so precious, but it’s all part of 

the ecosystem adjusting.  

Not so good is a possible resurgence of the age-old enemy… rabbits! This would be regrettable 

but perhaps will not be disastrous as we allow the existing disease controls to kick in and 

promote active measures like ripping burrows. 

One final gripe is those extra vehicles nipping round to check the traps each day. They do have 

an impact on our fragile roads and seem to undo some of the good work done by the road 

repair crew. This impact will end as the cats go. It’s a temporary price we pay for a better 

environment. To be fair the vehicles in use now cause less damage than previous years. 

OK… Now here is some good news – of the four islands in the program still eradicating cats, 

French Island is regarded as the leading success. Not just because we are making serious 

inroads into the feral population but also because of the community. Yes that’s us!  

We have been cited as a shining example of a community that has accepted the program and 

managed their domestic cats. All our moggies have been identified, micro-chipped and de-

sexed - at no expense.  This makes it much easier to protect domestic cats while allowing the 

program to proceed. And so far, no domestic animals have been injured. That’s one big tick. 

Quite a few long-term islanders are also members of the cat project team, meaning they have 

good paid work, and it brings money into the community. Other locals may remain dubious 

about aspects of the program, but this hasn’t become toxic or confronting. There has been 

plenty of communicating and working together to resolve issues. We are all part of this now 

and any success is a reflection on all of us. 

So what happens next?  There will be more targeted baiting, the use of detection dogs to locate 

(not hunt) remaining cats, plus trapping and ongoing monitoring. Feral cat numbers are 

greatly reduced but the last cats are always the hardest, so the battle continues.  

The best news is that this program, which has serious financial commitment from government 

sources, enhances French Island’s standing as a national environmental asset. A place to be 

preserved. Never forget it was environmental values that helped block the AGL gasification 

proposal.  

Environmental values, which now includes the elimination of feral cats, may well be the best 

argument we have, to protect the island from future encroachments, such as large car ferries, 

wind farms, and other inappropriate developments. This will help preserve our independent,  

off-the-grid lifestyle… just the way we like it… and the Painted Quail like it too. 
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Ridiculous Chicken 
The chickens hear me moving about 
they begin their low croaking growls 
murmuring threats through their teeth 
  
In the kitchen, I tell kettle don't beep at me 
I tell Fridge don't beep at me 
But I've already boiled, says Kettle 
You left my door open, says Fridge 
Shut up Fridge, Shutup Kettle 
  
I go outside 
Concerned Chicken hurries over 
pecks at my boot and says 
We're worried about you 
We don't think you should be on your own 
Is there anyone we can call? 
  
I brush her aside with my foot 
It's okay, I say 
the bacon is in the pan. 
Have you got a spare egg? 
  
Back in the kitchen 
over an eggless breakfast 
I speak to Phone 
don't blink, don't flash, don't buzz, 
don't beep, don't ring 
don't say another word, Phone 
  
Phone throws a tantrum 
vibrates across the table 
falls off the edge 
wobbles up and down 
makes a sobbing sound 
  
I worry about Phone 
It has a syndrome 
It’s a fomo phone, a fomo XS-5 
are you okay Phone? 
r.   u.   o.   k. 
  
I drive to the supermarket 
Concerned Chicken tags along 
We park in the ten minute spot 
I tell Car, don't beep at me 
But you left my lights on, says Car 
Chicken says, Shut-up Car 
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In aisle nine 
I show Chicken the rows and rows and rows of eggs 
Cage eggs, Barn eggs, Field eggs, Googie eggs 
but Chicken is not impressed, she says 
Can you buy me a pack of smokes? 
  
No... no way, I say 
no one is allowed to smoke in poems anymore 
But that's ridiculous, says Chicken 

Michael Pardy 

 

One more thing 
Another group of volunteers deserving a mention is the French Island Community Association 

(FICA) committee. They meet monthly, providing our local government, overseeing essential 

works and liaising with authorities such as DELWP. Not always glamorous work but it is 

essential because it keeps the place running.  

If you’ve got an issue you can write FICA a note and even attend a meeting to provide further 

input. Contact them via email - secretaryfica@gmail.com. For specific topics you could also try: 

• Ferry services - Andrew Hattan 

• Waste Management/Tip – Linda Bowden 

• Tankerton carpark and infrastructure – Darren Keenan 

• Roads – Noel Thompson 

 

Now it’s time to enjoy those warm winter fires, bracing winds and quiet moments.  

We are Victorians after all… we know how to deal with this. 

Subscribe to Off-the-Grid at  frenchislandotg@gmail.com. 

To stop receiving copies click  Unsubscribe. 
Visit our blog page for previous editions. 

Sponsored by French Island Cottage. 
Editor - Alan Pentland 
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