Night Heron - one of the multitudes of birds seen on French Island.
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This may sound strange but right now is a good time to be happy. (Don’t laugh!)
Through a combination of mess ups, bad luck and a global pandemic, Victoria was heading
over a cliff, but we turned COVID around. It wasn’t easy or enjoyable. We, the citizens,
smashed it. All going well it might even stay that way.
Remember the US and UK, countries much like us, are now in serious health and economic
strife. This will be a long game.
Living on French island has been relatively easy. It’s our city friends who have done the hard
lifting. I’m in the city as I write this and can see what’s been happening here. It’s not what you
see on the news. These people deserve medals for their diligence in tough circumstances.
This is what success looks like… complicated… exhausting… good and bad…
with good prevailing in the end.
Things could have been much worse. Let’s recognise the moment for what it is.
WELL DONE VICTORIA.

There’s Something About Magpies

Photo: Trevor Robotham

We’re not sure who adopted who, but there’s a new face up Ten Chain Road, at Paul and
Caroline Henwood’s – a little bird with a big personality. Maggie was an orphan, who got
attacked by a crow and lost an eye. Looks like she’s landed on her feet, and in a good place.
This reminded me of another magpie story. Samantha Bloom became
a paraplegic after falling from a rickety balcony while on holiday. A
visiting magpie helped Sam and her family to recover. You can see
their story on ABC iview.
There are two books about this inspiring tale, and a film starring
Naomi Watts is on the way.
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Stopping the Swoop
Magpies are clever and friendly birds, however some cause trouble by swooping. This is
dangerous but can be fixed, according to an expert heard on Radio National. He included a few
relevant magpie details:
•
•
•
•

magpies are monogamous – they mate for life
only male birds swoop – males have the white backs, females are slightly grey
less than 15% of males ever swoop
it only happens during nesting season

The solution… remove/relocate the actual swooping male. If this bird has a partner, don’t
worry, another local male will take his place quite quickly. The new partner will even help raise
existing chicks. The magpie family continues, and the problem is solved.

Carn the Pies
Final magpie tale… I actually barrack for the hawks (AFL) but this tale comes from a one-eyed
magpie supporter.
Is there even such a thing as a two-eyed magpie supporter?
My cousin Toni, a wonderful, friendly person, was in the Collingwood cheer squad, back in the
day when Nathan Buckley was a player and team captain. Toni had Downes Syndrome, which
was well accepted in the squad. I don’t think she was alone. Football was an important part of
her life and she was an enthusiastic contributor.
Collingwood, and Collingwood players, have a reputation for many things, but niceness is not
usually one of them. However Toni let on that Nathan Buckley was very appreciative and
considerate for cheer squad members, always taking the time to say hello. In a tough,
competitive football world he made the effort to be nice. He was a good man. I always think of
Toni when I see Nathan on TV.

Spider orchid
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There is a long and passionate tradition of cricket on the island. The grounds are well
prepared, afternoon tea is spectacular, and the game is played in a good spirit. It’s a great
community event, and not just for the island’s red ball enthusiasts.
Last season we made it to the Grand Final. Sadly, this was cancelled due to COVID. As the
league leader French Island were declared the champions, but that’s not how they like to win.
This summer the real action has returned and next Saturday Nov 21, the team are playing at
our home oval. The games start at 1pm. Come along!
Date

Playing

Game Location

21 Nov
28 Nov

Delecombe
Mt Eliza

5 Dec
12 Dec
19 Dec
9 Jan
16 Jan
23 Jan

Heatherhill
Langwarrin
Mornington
Long Island
Tyabb
Delecombe

30 Jan
6 Feb
13 Feb
20 Feb
27 Feb

Mt Eliza
Heatherhill
Langwarrin
Mornington
Long Island

French Island
Errill Madsen Reserve
(2)
French Island
Lloyd Park (2)
Citation Reserve No 1
French Island
French Island
Delecombe Park (Soccer
field)
French Island
Baxter (7)
French Island
French Island
Ballam Park Sth No 1

Those pesky COVID restrictions do still apply, wearing masks, social distancing and signing in.
Afternoon tea also cannot be provided at present, so bring your own supplies. It’s not ideal but
the game will go on. Our champion team deserves all the support it gets.

In gratitude
Meredith Sherlock was co-founder of Friends of French Island
or FOFI. More than a friend of the island, she loved this place and
was very generous with her time and effort, nurturing and
protecting our special environment. It wasn’t just pleasant walks
and nice talk, Meredith got her hands dirty pulling weeds, battling
mozzies, and planting to restore the landscape. She did this with
no thought other than to leave the world a better place. She has.
Thank you Meredith, in our hearts forever.
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In days of old
Some days are strange
despite the best laid plans
banging in the night
bit of weather around.
Head out in the morning
wondering what will be.
Where’s the bloody dog?
The hay shed’s
up a tree!

Linton’s
Coast Road
1950s.
Photo: John Bennetts

One Last Thing
Off-the-Grid is an unincorporated publication – published on the 15th of the month.
If you, or someone you know, likes it, send a name to frendislandotg@gmail.com.
To stop receiving Off-the-Grid send STOP to Unsubscribe.
Visit our blog page to see previous editions.
Sponsored by French Island Cottage.
Good news stories welcomed
Editor - Alan Pentland
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